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If you love science top-
ics and you love watercolor 
painting, you will enjoy 
Feathers, Not Just For Fly-
ing, by Melissa Stewart and 
illustrated by Sarah S. Bran-
nen. I recommend reading 
this book aloud to 5- and 
6-year-olds.

For the young naturalist, 
this book is engaging with 
simple illustrations that ex-
plore sixteen birds and their 
feathers. This book mimics a 
nature journal. The illustra-
tor has cleverly made her illustrations look like they 
were taped to the pages of the book with casual hand-
written notes underneath, something you might see a 
field naturalist do.

At the end of each kindergarten and first grade sci-
ence class, I bring out a favorite book, which reviews 
and reinforces the day’s science topic. When we were 
studying birds, Feathers, Not Just For Flying was used 
to conclude the class, and the children were fascinated. 
The book demonstrates all of the many functions that 
feathers fill for birds, from blankets to umbrellas. The 

book uses a variety of birds 
around the world to illus-
trate the many different uses 
a feather plays in the natural 
world, including a love bird 
who uses his feathers to pro-
vide bedding for his nest.

Who knows, it might in-
spire you and your children 

to look at feathers a little differently.
Both Melissa Stewart and Sarah Brannen will sign 

books at the first Central Mass Book Festival at Mount 
Wachusett Community College in Gardner on Satur-
day November 15th. Go to centralmasschildrensbook-
festival.org for more information about this free event 
for families, where you can meet some of the authors 
featured in this column.

You can also find Feathers, Not Just For Flying at 
Bruce’s Browser in uptown Athol.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Although it’s called “Open 
Payments,” the govern-
ment’s new website doesn’t 
make it easy to find out 
whether your doctor is get-
ting freebies, travel or other 
financial benefits from drug 
companies and medical de-
vice manufacturers.

This should be a clue: The 
website lacks a “Find Your 
Doctor” button.

The Obama administra-
tion says consumers will 
start seeing some improve-
ments later this month, par-
ticularly when it comes to 
navigation.

However, an Associated 
Press analysis found sig-
nificant problems, includ-
ing large chunks of missing 
information and disputed 
data. And those are not 
likely to be cleared up soon.

Disclosure of financial 
relationships between clini-
cians and industry has long 
been a priority for consumer 
advocates, who worry about 
unseen incentives that may 
influence prescribing deci-
sions, the use of high-tech 
tests and even surgical pro-
cedures.

The Open Payments 
program was required by 
President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, but for now 
it’s not easy to pry loose the 
data.

It is still possible to launch 
a search on particular doc-
tor’s name, after a number 
of steps. But after that a 
consumer has to combine 
several data categories to 

get a complete picture, in-
cluding gifts, research grants 
and ownership stakes.

Basic instructions: On the 
home page (http://www.cms.
gov/openpayments ), hover 
over “Explore the Data.” 
Click on “Data Explorer.” 
Click on “Access the Data 
Explorer Tool.” Look for 
the file called “General Pay-
ment Data,” and click on 
that. When the file opens, 
look for a filter screen to ap-
pear and enter the doctor’s 
name and other identifying 
information. Another six 
steps are needed to get the 
total value of industry ben-
efits for that doctor.

Even tech nerds who 
downloaded the underlying 
trove of detailed records 
have run into challenges.

Many industry payments 
to physicians are hidden 
from public view, according 
to AP’s analysis of the data, 
which includes more than 
4 million transactions from 
August through December 
2013.

The same is true for pay-
ments to teaching hospitals, 
also captured by the data-
base.

Consumer groups and 
lawmakers who support 
the program are urging pa-
tience.

Gov’t website for docs not up to snuff
By RICARDO 

ALONSO-ZALDIVAR and 
JACK GILLUM 
Associated Press

MILFORD, Mich. (AP) 
— General Motors CEO 
Mary Barra told investors 
Wednesday that GM plans 
a raft of new models and a 
big push to sell more cars 
in China to drive profits in 
coming years, as the big-
gest U.S. automaker tries 
to shift the spotlight from a 
mishandled recall of older 
small cars.

Barra needed to reassure 
investors that GM has a 
strong plan going forward. 
The stock has dropped 
about 18 percent this year. 
It rose 1.7 percent in after-
noon trading.

GM recalled 2.6 million 
small cars worldwide ear-
lier this year to fix faulty 
ignition switches that are 
now blamed for at least 23 
deaths nationwide. Barra 
said suppliers have built all 
the replacement switches, 
but only about 1.2 million 
small cars have had the re-
pairs so far.

GM has admitted know-
ing about the problem for a 
decade, but only recalled the 
cars this year. The switches 
can cause the engine to stall, 
deactivating the air bags.

Barra said GM still ex-
pects to pay out $400 million 
to $600 million to compen-
sate ignition switch crash 
victims. The company has 
hired compensation expert 
Kenneth Feinberg to pay 
victims. He made his first 
offers last week.

The plan Barra outlined 
Wednesday emphasizes 
growth in China. GM plans 
to invest $14 billion through 
2018, including five new as-
sembly plants to support 
estimated sales of about 5 
million per year. Last year 
the company sold nearly 3.2 
million vehicles in China, 
compared with 2.8 million 
in the U.S.

GM hopes Chinese cars 
buyers embrace Cadillac, 
the luxury brand that has 
struggled in the U.S. despite 
earning numerous awards. 
GM expects China to be-
come the world’s largest lux-
ury car market later this de-
cade, and plans to introduce 
nine new Cadillacs there 
over the next five years.

New models also figure 
prominently in GM’s strat-
egy. The company said it ex-
pects 27 percent of its global 
sales to come from new or 
freshened models next year. 
That figure rises to 47 per-
cent by 2019 as it accelerates 
new model rollouts.

The new vehicles, coupled 
with cost savings and other 
measures, should get GM 
to a 10 percent pretax profit 
margin in North America by 
2016 and 9 to 10 percent for 
the whole company by early 
next decade. Profit margin 
is the percentage of each 
dollar in revenue a compa-
ny actually keeps. In North 
America, GM is now at 7 
percent.

GM’s new vehicles start 
with midsize pickup trucks 
now arriving at dealerships, 

GM looks 
to new 
vehicles

By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer

AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) 
— A Massachusetts man has 
been sentenced to serve six 
months in jail for his role in 
a home invasion in Maine in 
April.

Prosecutors say 29-year-
old Robert DeJesus Jr. of 
Southbridge, Massachu-
setts, was one of three men 
who entered an Augusta 
apartment looking for 
$20,000 in proceeds from 
illegal drug sales they be-
lieved was there.

The Kennebec Journal 
reports that his lawyer says 
DeJesus entered his plea 
under the Alford doctrine 
because he disagreed with 
some of the facts alleged by 
police but believed a jury 
would likely find him guilty.

DeJesus pleaded guilty 
to burglary, aggravated 
criminal mischief, criminal 
threatening, assault and 
impersonating a public ser-
vant.

Prosecutors say the three 
defendants wore masks and 
claimed to be police when 
they entered the home, and 
tied up two residents.

Man sentenced 
for role in home 
invasion

The Village
School’s

Children’s Book
of the Month

Book reviewed by
Katrina Walton, 

K-1 Science Teacher

Dozens of items left behind at Big E

Settlement reached in paper lawsuit

New marker at Kerouac’s gravesite

WEST SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) — With 1.5 mil-
lion visitors, a few people are bound to lose something 
at the Eastern States Exposition.

But of the 586 items still at the Big E’s lost and found, 
perhaps the most curious is a medal of St. Anthony, the 
patron saint of lost and stolen articles.

Big E officials tell The Republican newspaper of 
Springfield that they have 200 pairs of glasses, dozens 
of cellphones, keys, backpacks and even a medical alert 
button.

They have a bag full of jewelry, and a wardrobe’s 
worth of clothes, including hats and several children’s 
shoes.

The Big E in West Springfield also has 80 lost driver’s 
licenses, which are easy enough to return.

Anyone who thinks they lost something at the 17-day 
fair last month should contact staff. 

BOSTON (AP) — A settlement has been reached in 
a defamation lawsuit over a New York Post cover that 
ran a photo of two Massachusetts residents with the 
headline “Bag Men” three days after the deadly Boston 
Marathon bombing.

Neither side would disclose terms of the settlement.
The Post’s front page on April 18, 2013 had a photo 

of Salaheddin Barhoum and Yassine Zaimi standing 
near the finish line with the headline “Bag Men.” The 
sub-headline was “Feds seek these two pictured at Bos-
ton Marathon.” The two men were never linked to the 
investigation.

Barhoum and Zaimi said the story damaged their 
reputations and caused emotional distress. The Post 
emphasized that it did not name the men and never 
called them suspects.

Barhoum’s lawyer and the Post’s lawyer called it an 
“amicable resolution.”

LOWELL, Mass. (AP) — The Lowell gravesite of 
native son and Beat generation writer Jack Kerouac is 
now easier to find.

Workers on Tuesday erected a 3,000-pound granite 
marker in Edson Cemetery near the nondescript grave 
marker at the final resting place of the “On the Road” 
author and his wife, Stella. Kerouac died in 1969 at age 
47.

The memorial is engraved with the Lowell native’s 
signature as well as the words “The road is life.”

John Sampas, Kerouac’s brother-in-law and the ex-
ecutor of Kerouac’s estate, was behind the effort to put 
up the 3-foot-tall memorial.

“I thought it was a great monument to Jack, and I 
know that Jack would love it,” he said. “I know that he 
wanted to be recognized in his hometown, and this is 
another way of doing it.”

Kerouac is “the most popular resident we have,” 
Lowell Parks and Recreation Commissioner Tom Bel-
legarde said.

Feathers, Not Just For Flying, 
written by Melissa Stewart and 
illustrated by Sarah S. Brannen

Giving teens free birth 
control encourages them 
to use long-acting methods 
and greatly cuts the chances 
they will become pregnant 
or have an abortion, a new 
study finds.

The average annual preg-
nancy rate was 34 per 1,000 
girls in the study — far be-
low the national average 
of 158.5 for sexually active 
teens.

Doctors say the results 
show that when money 
is not a factor, teens will 
chose IUDs and hormone 
implants over less reli-
able methods such as birth 
control pills or condoms. 
Nearly three-fourths of 
teens in the study picked 
long-acting methods; only 
5 percent of U.S. teens use 
those now.

“When costs are re-
moved, young people and 

families will use these ef-
fective methods,” said Dr. 
Mary Ott of Indiana Uni-
versity. She had no role in 
the study but led an Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics’ 
policy statement earlier this 
week urging long-acting 
contraception, a stance oth-
er doctor groups endorse.

She said the study shows 
that more can be done to 
curb teen pregnancy. “It’s 
good for the teens and it’s 
cost-effective for society” 
to offer free, effective birth 
control, Ott said.

One study participant, 
Marlice House, 25, of St. 
Louis, said she got an IUD 
in 2008 as a teen in the 
project after having tried 
two less reliable methods.

“I wanted to go to college 
and I didn’t want to have a 
child at an early age,” she 
said.

Free birth control cuts 
teen pregnancy, abortions

Barking dog may have saved woman
SAUGUS, Mass. (AP) — Police say her barking dog 

may have saved a Saugus woman who was assaulted 
while out jogging from more serious harm.

Police say the woman was jogging with her dog on 
Tuesday night when a man armed with a knife ap-
proached her from behind, grabbed her by the hair, and 
pushed her into a tree.

The woman said the suspect groped her and slapped 
her face.

The woman’s dog started barking, causing other dogs 
in the area to bark and possibly spooking the suspect, 
who ran away.

The suspect was described as tall and thin and wear-
ing a long-sleeved red shirt, dark pants, which were pos-
sibly jeans, and clean white sneakers.
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NARRAGANSETT REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
TEMPLETON - PHILLIPSTON

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLERK/
HUMAN RESOURCES ASSISTANT

REQUIREMENTS
• Associates Degree in Business Administration/Bachelor’s 

Preferred
• 2 Years of Accounts Payable Experience – Municipal or 

School Setting Preferred
• Knowledge of Munis Financial Software Preferred
• Excellent Organization and Communication Skills
• HR Knowledge Looked Upon Favorably
• Proficient in Microsoft Office
SUBMIT LETTER OF INTEREST, RESUME, and THREE 

CURRENT REFERENCES TO:
Donna Bouchard, Human Resources
Narragansett Regional School District

462 Baldwinville Road, Baldwinville, MA 01436
dbouchard@nrsd.org  –  cc: svarney@nrsd.org

APPLY BY: OCTOBER 10, 2014
JOB DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE ON www.nrsd.org

The Narragansett Regional School District is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

NARRAGANSETT REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

CUSTODIANS
Nights 1:00pm – 9:30pm

APPLY TO: Donna Bouchard, Human Resources
Narragansett Regional School District

462 Baldwinville Rd.
Baldwinville, MA 01436 

dbouchard@nrsd.org  978-939-5661
APPLY BY: OCTOBER 10, 2014

JOB DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST
The Narragansett Regional School District is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

CLASSIFIEDS
Reach up to 3,000,000

homes with one classifi ed
ad order placed with this
newspaper through the

NEW ENGLAND
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
Ask for details at:

The

Hurry in before time runs out to advertise 
your tag sale. The leaves are falling, the 
air is cooling so gather up all those last 
minute, stored up items taking up space 
in your garage, attic and basement, and 
sell them for cash at your tag sale.
 Our Special Tag Sale Promotion

Will Be Ending October 24th

This special section will run every Friday &
Saturday. (If we have a minimum of 3 ads.)

SPECIAL!
Run Your Ad

2 DAYS
For ONLY $1500

Includes 2 signs & labels

GOING ONCE
    GOING TWICE
       GONE

Deadline Thurs. 10:30 a.m.
All ads must be prepaid.

66 Help
Wanted

To Our Valued Customers
All real estate advertising contained in this news-
paper is subject to state and federal fair  housing 
laws. The federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 makes 
it illegal to  advertise  any  preference, limitation, 
or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, actual or perceived handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or  any  intention to make any 
such preference, limitation, or discrimination. Mas-
sachusetts  law  also forbids discrimination based  
on  age,  ancestry, children, genetic information, 
receipt of public assistance, sexual orientation, or 
veteran status. The Athol Daily News will not know-
ingly accept any real estate advertising that is in 
violation of the law. All dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of housing discrimination, call 
HUD (800)669-9777 or (617)994-8300. Toll free for 
hearing impaired (800)927-9275. You  may also 
reach the MA Commission Against Discrimination 
(617)994-6000 or (617)994-6196 for the hearing-
impaired. 

~ READERS BEWARE ~
On occasion ads that run in our 
newspaper may require an initial 
investment, such as "Work At 
Home" ads. The Athol Daily News 
does try to screen ads; however, 
please thoroughly investigate the 
situation before sending any 
money or giving out your credit 
card numbers, as you do so at 
your own risk!
Also be aware that ads that have 
a 900 telephone number is an 
"extra charge (per minute) call". 
While 800 telephone numbers cost 
nothing to call, they may refer you 
to a 900 number with a charge per 
minute. So please be careful!

59 Notices

75 Apartments
for Rent

ATHOL—  2-3  bedrooms.  From
$750. Deleaded. Parking. Laun-
dry. Hot water. Rubbish removal.
Clean. Across from new library.
(978)297-3149, (978)943-6208.

ATHOL—  3  bedroom.  $695/
month. Hot water included. Park-
ing.  Dumpster  for  daily  trash.
Clean.  Next  to  new  l ibrary.
(978)894-4940.

ATHOL—  Large  two  bedroom,
two floors.  Recently  renovated.
$850.  No  utilities.  No  washer/
dryer hookup. No pets. First and
last. (508)361-4875.

ATHOL—  One  bedroom.  Hot
water  included,  porch,  no pets.
$625/  month.  Gene  (413)532-
2842.

ORANGE— Cozy two bedroom.
Heat  included.  No  smoking.
$655/  month.  Washer/  dryer
hookups on- site. Off street park-
ing.  Walking  distance  to  town.
First  and  last.  (413)336-2186.

ORANGE—  Cute and cozy 2nd
floor, 1 bedroom. On West Main
Street.  $625/  month.  (978)724-
4118.

75 Apartments
for Rent

ORANGE— Stone Valley Road.
Large  1  bedroom.  1.5  baths.
Heat,  hot  water,  electric,  A/C,
trash  pickup,  appliances  and
laundry facilities. No pets. $900,
f irst  and  last  required.  Call
(413)422-2193.

ATHOL— Second floor, to share
with  female.  Heat,  hot  water,
electric  included.  $450/  month.
(978)249-6720.

ORANGE
Big 1 Bedroom

Heat included $650
(802)251-5654

ATHOL— Sunny three bedroom.
Second floor, laundry room, sun
porch,  insulated  and deleaded.
No  ut i l i t ies  included.  $750/
month. First, last, security depos-
it. (508)473-6981.

UPTOWN ATHOL— 1 bedroom,
first  floor.  Huge,  impeccably
maintained. $785 includes heat,
hot water, and electricity. Smoke
free building. No pets. Call Lynn
at Godin R.E. (508)335-3861.

75 Apartments
for Rent

ORANGE
3 Bed $695

ATHOL
2 Bed $595

FITCHBURG
2 Bed $595 (HW Incl.)
See Videos & Apply at

PayLowRent.com

ORANGE—  3rd  floor,  2  bed-
room. No pets. Oil heat. You pay
all  utilities.  $600 monthly.  First,
last,  deposit.  (978)544-2556.

ORANGE—  2nd  floor.  2  bed-
room. Oil heat. No pets. You pay
all  utilities.  $700 monthly.  First,
last,  deposit.  (978)544-2556.

2  STUDIOS—  Orange  small  1
room, $480, first and last. Athol
Large 1 room, separate kitchen.
$500,  hot  water  included.  First
and  last.  (413)339-8329.

75 Apartments
for Rent

ATHOL— School Street. 2 bed-
room.  Second  floor.  $650  plus
utilities.  First  and  security.  No
smoking.  No pets.  Call  Lynn at
Godin R.E.  (508)335-3861.

77 Houses
for Rent

TEMPLETON—  1 bedroom. In-
cludes  basic  cable,  electric,
fridge,  stove,  washer/  dryer,
trash pickup, hot water. Suitable
for 1 or 2 people. $215 a week.
(978)424-5629.

78 Rooms
for Rent

ATHOL—  Room.  Share  bath-
room and kitchen. $100 weekly,
including  all  utilities.  (978)943-
6208,  (978)297-3149.

BUYING OR SELLING anything 
at all, check our Classified Sec-
tion, (978)249-3535.


